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WHAT PARENTS, EDUCATORS, POLICE AND OTHERS CONCERNED 
ABOUT UNDERAGE DRINKING SHOULD KNOW ABOUT: 

 
Blast® – “Premium Malt Beverage” 

 
How it Targets Underage Drinkers: 
The marketing strategy of the alcopop Blast® (manufactured by Colt 45®) uses colorful packaging that 
resembles an energy drink or the recently banned alcoholic energy drinks.  Snoop Dog is the celebrity 

endorsement for the product and the company promotes celebrities who have been to Blast® kick-off events such as  
Paris Hilton.  The target audience is urban youth. 

 
Why it’s Dangerous: 
Blast® packages its product to disguise the alcoholic nature, as the can appears similar to that of a non-
alcoholic energy drinks. Store clerks often do not realize that they have to check purchasers’ ID, and high-

school students report that parents do not recognize the product as alcoholic.  This product and others like it are 
replacing the banned alcoholic-energy drinks as a way to get drunk quickly, but without the caffeine. 

  
How it  Measures Up: 

A 23.5-oz. can of Blast® has 12% alcohol by volume. Each 
can contains approximately 6.5 “standard drinks”.  The product is 

maintaining the nickname “Blackout in a Can” as other similar 
products before it have done. 
 

Where & How it’s Sold: 
Blast® is sold in package stores, grocery stores and 
markets, due to its classification as a malt beverage (beer). 

The product is typically sold as singles and is very affordable.  
Other similar brands to be aware of include: Joose®, Four Loko®, 
and Tilt®.  (Do not contain caffeine) 
 

What You Can Do: Ask local package stores and liquor distributors not to sell the product.  Keep an eye 
out for Blast® in the hands of underage young men and women.  Remind your teen about the dangers of 
alcohol consumption.  Contact the CT Dept. of Consumer Protection and the state Attorney General’s office 

to share your concerns about this product.  Educate parents, police, schools and community members about Blast®. 
Join your regional or local drug and alcohol prevention council in planning a response to this product.  
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