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WHAT PARENTS, EDUCATORS, POLICE AND OTHERS CONCERNED ABOUT 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT: 

 
K2® – The Synthetic Marijuana 

 
How it Targets Consumers:  K2® targets consumers as the legal alternative to marijuana. Users are 
typically in the 21-24 age range and are attracted to it particularly if they have been in trouble with the law, or 
are too scared to try marijuana for its legal ramifications.  

 
Why it’s Dangerous:  These herbs are laced with synthetic cannabinoids, which are psychoactive man-made 
chemicals that mimic the effects of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the psychoactive ingredient in marijuana. 
Usage can include several side effects including: increased heart rate, distorted perception, loss of coordination, 

problems with memory and learning, trouble with thinking and problem solving, 
immune system impairment, high blood pressure, hallucinations, and paranoia. 
Long-term effects of consumption are not yet known. 

 
How it Measures Up:  Several synthetic cannabinoids exist, and each 

has slightly different biochemical properties. For example, the chemical 
known as JWH-018 is 4 to 5 times more potent than THC, while HU-210 is 100 

to 800 times more potent than natural THC. Often, brands like K2® contain 
mixtures of different synthetic cannabinoids that are not precisely quantified.  

 
Where & How it’s Sold:  Because it is sold as an herbal incense, K2® is 
available at many gas stations, smoke shops, and other markets 

selling tobacco products. There are other brand names available, including 
but not limited to: Spice®, Black Mamba®, and Genie®.  

 
What You Can Do: Ask local markets to remove K2® from their shelves. Also, educate other concerned 
adults and community coalitions.  
 

 
 
With a focus on Connecticut’s youth, The Governor’s Prevention Partnership is a statewide public-private alliance, building a strong, 

healthy future workforce through leadership in mentoring and prevention of violence, underage drinking, alcohol and drug abuse. 
Please contact us to learn more. 
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