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WHAT PARENTS, EDUCATORS, POLICE AND OTHERS CONCERNED 

ABOUT UNDERAGE DRINKING SHOULD KNOW ABOUT: 
 

Zippers® Cocktails – “Gelatin Shots” 
 
How They Target Underage Drinkers: 
The primary consumer is the college student who dislikes the taste of hard alcohol. Zippers’® sweet, fruity 

flavors; fun, convenient packaging and “dessert” status give them very strong youth appeal. Gelatin shots 
have enjoyed longtime popularity with teens, making Zippers® an obvious choice for underage parties. 
 

Why They’re Dangerous: 
Zippers® Cocktails camouflage their alcohol content by resembling the kid-friendly gelatin cups 
commonly found in school lunches. The shots are very easy to conceal and extremely likely to be 

overlooked by adults. The combination of gelatin and alcohol increases the danger of rapid over-
consumption as well as accidental consumption by young children. In addition, Zippers’® hard alcohol 
content helps develop kids’ taste for distilled spirits. 

 
How They Measure Up: 

The gelatin contains 12% alcohol by volume (similar to wine). Each 1.7-oz. cup contains a little 
over a third of a standard drink, and each 8-pack contains about three-and-a-half standard drinks. 

 
Where & How They’re Sold: 
Zippers® are available nationwide and in package stores across Connecticut. Their tax 
classification as distilled spirits prohibits them from being sold in grocery and convenience 

stores. They are traditionally sold as 8-packs, but can also be sold individually, or in a box of 60.  
 

What You Can Do: Ask local package stores and liquor distributors not to sell the product. Keep an 
eye out for Zippers® in the hands of underage youth. Remind your teen about the dangers of alcohol 
consumption. Contact the CT Dept. of Consumer Protection and the state Attorney General’s office to 

share your concerns about this product. Educate parents, police, schools and community members about Zippers®. 
Join your regional or local drug and alcohol prevention council in planning a response to this product. 
 
 
The Governor’s Prevention Partnership promotes effective prevention throughout Connecticut by working with police, community 
coalitions, schools and campuses, youth groups, businesses and media to keep kids safe, successful and drug-free. Please 
contact us to learn more. Funding for this fact sheet was provided by the CT Office of Policy and Management through a grant 
from the Federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.  
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